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The name Nishihara originates from its location to the north (‘nishi’ in Iocal dlalect) of Shuri, the
seat of the Ryukyu royal government.

In the Kingdom of Ryukyu period, Nishihara was directly controlled by the Shuri royal
government, and the territory encompassed a large administrative area including Tsuken Island
(now Uruma city) to the north, Ishimine, Sueyoshi, Ameku and beyond to Tomari to the west.

In 1908 when the special towns and villages system came into effect, it became Nishihara &%

Village, and in 1920, its boundaries were largely fixed where they are today.

In 1945 during the Battle of Okinawa, Nishihara lay in the path of American forces which landed =

on the Yomitan coast and advanced towards the headquarters at Shuri, making the village the site

" of a fierce battle. About half the populace fell victim to the fighting, and about a quarter of all
. households were lost completely, leaving the region deeply scarred.

After the war, sugar manufacturing facilities were built here and sugar cane production became

* the main industry. In addition, businesses concentrated in the coastal region, driving reconstruction '-..-.J
i N and development Today, Nishihara boasts Oklnawa s highest level of industrial productlon
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