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ﬁ;ﬁmnl.]y Designated Historical Site
Uchima-udun

The Uchima-udurn is & ritual facllity at the center of the temple lounded in the ruins of the former house of Kanamaru (the
future King Sho En), founder of the second dynasty of the Ryukyu Kingdom, Kanamaru was recognized by Prince Goeku
{the futdre Sho Taikyu) in 1454, and with the coronation ol Sho Taikyu, he was appointed lord ol Uchima Village in
Mishihara, where he llved until his caranatlon as King Sho En in 1470

in the 1660s after the death of Sho En, the former home of Sho En was turned into sacred ground on the advice of
Hanejl Choshu, as a place associated with the secand dynasty, and an easlemn lemple with a thatched roof was buill, Then
on the northem side of Ihe Agarie-udun, the popilace bullt a westarn temple with a thatched roof,

In the'age of Sha Kel, the thirleenth king, stone walls replaced bamboo walls, and the site was completed as a sacred
place of the Ryukyu Kingdom with the construction of a monument to the homes of the former kings and a framed
inscription by Sho Kei, : ]

After the abolition of the'Ryulkyus, the people of Kadekaru increased their venaration ol Uchima-udun as an object of
ritual, and the descendants of the guardians of the Agarfe-udun and Ire-udun restored them and lhe Uchima-udun became
the village temple rather than the national temple. Although they were significantly damaged in the Battle of Okinawa, the
stone walls from the peried of the Ryukyu Kingdom survived, and the Agarie-udun and Irie-udun were restored through the
voluntary cooperation of the local people !

In this way, the historical Importance of the Uchima-udun can be fraced through three centiiries. Built in the age of Hans||
Chashu and-Sal On, it was established as a nalignal sacred place, it played a part In the rituals ol temple guardians and
priestesses, and It was maintained through the voluntary support and cooperation of the local people. This is a unigue
feature with no similar examples in other historical sites in Okinawa,
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The name Nishihara ariginates from its location to the north (‘'nishi’ in local dialect) of Shuri, the ?L
geal of the Ryukyu royal government
In the Kingdom of Ryukyu period, Nishihara was direclly controlled by the Shuri royal
govemnmment, and the lerrilory encompassed a large administrative ared including Tsuken Island
{now Lruma city) fo the north, ishimine, Sueyashi, Ameku and beyond to Toman to the west.
In 1808 when the spacial towns and villages system came into effect, it bacame Mishihara
Village, and in 1920, its boundaries were largely fixed where they are today
In 1845 during the Battle of Okinawa, Mishihara lay In the path of American forces which landed &
& on the Yomitan coast and advanced towards the headquarters at Shur, making the villags the site
of a flierce battle. About half the populace fell victim 1o the lighting, and about a guarter of all
households were lost completely, leaving the region deeply scarred.
o Aller the war, sugar manufacturing facilitles were buill here and sugar cane production became
i | ihe mainindustry. In addition; businesses concenirated in the coastal region, driving reconstruction
§ and developmenl. Today, Nishinara boasts Okinawa's highest level of industrial production.
£

BROGE:H
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At e, BEERTA— b L THS, ) ID
EREREASICOEROEREEEES

ICRENS. Fomce 0T LoEE ; In addition, the Okinawa Prefectural University of the Ayukyus moved hare in 1878, and the 55
ﬂ!ﬁ&?h‘{#{?ﬁ}ﬁm'{’ﬂi S v Okinawa Chostian Junior College (now the Okinawa Christian University and Junior College) in 3%
ORI RS ELAY WA S 1989, Itis rencwned as a place of leaming and youthfu! vigor.
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Nishihara’s Commitment to Peace
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Nishihara was the site ol fierce batlles in the Batlie ol Okinawa.
Approximataly hall of the residents lost their lives and besides this

EREE{ORBEGRIE . EZNRRLTUECMLELT, TORDI
BEEIA 5. SR EREORD. BEtHIORINSHEST. B

DEENRNNFELAR(EL OBV ET . FOL S0P T. E0REDL
Battle of Okinawa, the number of people who expernenced the war is

declining, and as the posiwar generations increase, the historical
lessons of the war are gradually being forgottan. Therefora i is

Ly, A oAt B REEN T R CIE T N (T2 T,
irreplaceable loss, valuable herltage and historical materials were
destroyed. For this reason, the townspaople ara strongly committed to
peace and to preventing war, Today, 68 years after tha end of the
important to hold onto the mamory of the abominable tragady of the
Battle of Okinawa, and lo pass it on lo postarity,
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From War Testimony
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o The Nishihara festival is held every two years. _
‘Performances of traditional arts are held featuring the acting and dance groups
o From each district of Nishihara, as well as guest attractions. -
LI CEORRRRE During the festival, the venue is thronged withwisitors; from children to the elderly:
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Peaceful and Human-centric Community Development

Seeking to create a peacelful world, Nishihara underlakes varous peace ectivities. Respecting people's individual
nature, we strive 1o develop a community In which culture is passed on and developed, and where evary citizen can
pursue lifelong leaming
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Peaceful Government

Nishinara was the site of lierce batties in the Battle ol Okinawa. Approximataly hall of the
residents lost their lives and besides this ireplaceable loss, properly, valuable heritage and
environmental resources wera lost, Peaceful govammaent is positioned as the maost important
Isgue for the town administration, and we are working 1o build a peaceful soclety by ensuring
that the tragedy of the Battle of Okinawa is not forgotten and by passing on the respect for life
o posterity
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. < | L.,.! International Exchange
AH

D201 25EERIENBEETS
- L)
‘ AMANAH A 0 MIY With its histarical and geographical characteristics and the cosmopolitanism of
mgi (ﬁ 2 3 gé ) g?ﬁ A VINICIUS JOCELYN its people, Okinawa Prefeciure has a bright future as a venue lor international
A SADAO RITSUKO - exchange. Both belore and after the war, Nishihara sent many immigrants to
various foreign countries. In récent years, many international students and
returnees from abroad are studying at the Okinawa Prefectural University of the
Ryukyus and Christian University, making Mishihara an excellent environment for
exchanges with various foreign nationals. Therefore we undertake a variety of
international exchange projects, and work to develop pgople who can promole
imemational goodwill and exchanges
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School Education

In order to give the students richness of spirit and sound academic ability, schools, community
and family work logether to enhance basic scholastic ability. This involves improving faculty and
staff training, optimizing school size and catchment area, provision of school buildings and facilities,
expansion ol teaching materials and equipment, improvement and consolidation of educalional
programs, education in peace, wallare, safety, and aesthetic sensibiliy, inernational swudies, dietary
education, special needs education and 50 an,

In addition, education help desks and counseling are avallable to address issues such as bullying
and refusal to attend school, and a school support regional headquarters using the educaticnal
abilities of local people has been established. Efforts are also being made to coordinate education
wilh the educational activilies of universities,
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Educational Environment

Wishihara has a well-endowed educational environment with 4 public kindargariens, 1 private kindergarten, 4 elementary schoals, 2 junior
high schoals, 1 prefectural sanior high school, and 4 national and public universities. To ensure an appropriate learming environment in
accordance with the number of studants, the school environment 15 adjusted in response o demographic changes through adjustment of
school districts.
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Social Education

To enable residents to develop their own individual character and to lead rich
lives, Mishihara has esiablished a litelong learning system that enables everybody
o study, anywhara, at any time. Diverse range of learning activities is offered,
including cullure and sports. In addilion, we are working to establish an
organizational structure and social educational activities to train various
organizations and leaders involved in voluntary and autonomaous activities.
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Social Physical Exercise ETONRRE - SRR
As main sports activity facility, Nishinara Sports Park is provided with a public

gymnasium, athlelics stadium, sunset plaza, park goll course, tennis courts and

other facilities to promote and maintain the health of residents. In addition, schools

and sports facilities are open to the public, and various sports classes, leadership

courses and public sports events are held,
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Sports Promotion

Volleyball is vary popular in Nishihara, and many residents take part in the sport,
Irom elementary and junior high school students to high school students and the
general public. The efforts of the players and enthusiasm of the coaches make our
teams competitive both within and cutside the prefecture, and they have achieved
outstanding results In many tournamaents.

Mishihara has sports facilities and parks which are used for various sporting events
and athlgte training, with the aim of promoting regional developmant through spors.
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Community Activities and Local Development

In pursuit of a dynamic and open local community, each residents association undertakes
Iindependent community activities, In addition, each district carries out various projects with the

aim of passing on and developing local fraditions and culture.
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Development of Safe and
Environmentally Friendly Community

Mishihara aims to develop sale and environmentally Iriendly
communily. Besides securing the health, life and property of
residents, we promote cooperation and mutual support between
b residents; businesses and related agencies towards enhancing the

| ' functions and overall capabilities of our risk managemeni sysiems.
In addition, we seek to increases the leeling of solidarity of the local
community in able to achieve mutual assistance

In consideration of the natural environment, we are striving to
create a comfortable and environmentally responsible living space,
such as establishment of recycling society, global warming
countermeasura and fluvial water improvameant.
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Crime and Disaster Prevention

In order to achieve a sale and secure communily, we are liaising
with various related agencies including the police and fire depariment.
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Environmental Protection

In response to diverse environmental Issues, we are seeking to
achieve a sustainable society by reducing waste and reusing
resources. Nishihara promoles measures against illegal dumping by
promaoting the use of designated garbage bags, material separation
and recycling in order to achieve a sustainabie sociaty.

We are also working to combat climate change with resource and
enangy saving measures, and new enargy intiatives,

In order to protect the living environment, we seak to improve the
water quality of rivers by promating etfective treatment of domestic
waslewater.
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In order to promote mulual understanding and cooperation betwean residents lowards
Impraving health and welfare, we strive to build solidarity within the local community. In
addition, we are seaking to develop a community where local infrastructure imposes no
psychological or physical impediments,
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To promote the healih maintenance and improvemeant of residents, Nishihara provides
preventive healthcare such as a vaccinalions, medical checkups, and health consultations.
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We aim lo achieve a lively, friendly and multually cooperative local community that
masats the diverse needs of its residants.
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Nishihara seaks o build a caring and supportive community that takes into
account the neads of citizens who require social support. whether chiidren,
seniors, people with handicaps, or single parent families.

We are working to consolidate the fown’s social wellare centers such as
day-care cenfers and children's play centers, and to promole the social
participation, health, and quality of lile of seniors through soclal activilies such as
co-existence program and the Silver Jinzai {elderly human resource) Center.

We are also underiaking care prevention and assisted living projects 1o
support the ingependance ol seniors living at homa.
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Ambitious and Dynamic Community Developme:

By wsing fs reglonal resources appropriately and ambitiously, Nishihara sesks o revitalize its
induiatry mnd impeove the convenience of Incal infrastruciure for residents, so &9 lo achiove ambitio
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tynamio community develatment
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Improving Urban Infrastructure

In order to establish a city with ample amenities, Nishihara will continue to undertake efficient and effective urban district development,
providing roads, parks, sewage systems and so on as required. In addition, Nishihara is working to achieve scenery in which Uchima-udun,
Lintamamui and the sloping park and other historical, cultural and scenic resources are used effectively and in harmony with the natural,
cultural and urban environment, g
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Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

We are working to promote the development of Nishiharas main
agricultural industry, sugar cane, as well as market gardening using
Ihe geographical advantages of the city suburbs, livestock industry
invalving catlle, pigs and goats, and fisheries.
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Commerce and Industry

Mishihara boasts the larges! scale manufaciuring Industry in Okinawa,
cantered on Ihe Onaha/ Agarizaki exclusive indusirial zona. In addition 1o
fostenng local companies by giving priornty orders (o local business for public
projects and using local products, we seek to altract businesses to the
exclusive Industrial zone. Therefore we are working 1o improve our
coordination with lhe Nishihara Chamber of Commerce in ordaer 1o promole
the developmenl of commarce and industry,
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