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Passing down history and peace with local residents. Festivals & traditional performing arts in Nishihara

Traditional performing arts ({&ifft==&E)

In Nishihara Town, there are many traditional performing arts that have been passed
down for a long time. These arts are an important part of people’s daily lives. They tell
us about the town’s history and culture, and many people find them fascinating.
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Tug of war (ﬂ"lﬂ?l Z)

Thls tradmonal tug of war is a sacred
Okinawan ritual held to pray for a good
harvest and good health.

Each village has its own style, but most
events take place in the 6th month of the
lunar calendar.

It's one of the biggest annual events,
bringing the community together with
strong spirit and tradition.

Hatagashira (i£58H)
The hatagashira is an essential part of the
tug of war, known for its bold and
powerful presence.

Each banner is beautifully decorated to
reflect the history and culture of its local
area.

During the Nishihara Festival, hatagashira
from all over town come together for a
thrilling group performance called “Gaa-
ee”, a dramatic show of strength and
unity.

Bo-jutsu (*ﬁflﬁ)_) _ Shishimai (%iF£%)
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Nishihara Festival (FB[E& DY)

The festival is held twice a year to celebrate Okinawan
culture and promote regional revitalization. Enjoy
performances by the world-champion Nishihara High

school Marching Band, energetic Eisa dancing, and live Bo-jutsuis a traditional Okinawan martial art using This traditional Pe"fOTming artis offered during f§StiV3|5
) " c o . long sticks. It began during the Ryukyu Kingdom era, such as the Obon and Honensai (Harvest Festival) in
shows by special guest artists. The highlight is a dramatic practiced by officials and warriors, and later spread to Nishihara Town. A performer known as the “Wakuya”
reenactment of Ryukyuan history themed on King Sho En, the general public. The main weapons include the six- manipulates the lion and performs unique movements—
led by the Nishihara Town Cultural Association. At night, Izg;:tha;;(f Z‘g;s';zkU:ﬁ@;sa;gc}?f:rg?;ialie o wzrénff?:v}ﬁz ;ﬁ:::::g;f:ff‘g:‘;‘::gz L:srvzes;f::;‘::em
; ; ; ) u-ho), as wi [ i
zg:;;ognalzfiiéljeg ::g(z:fgoiggtgsrgoa:ﬁESSE:rpethe sky, spear, naginata, sai, oar, shield, and more, all part of prosperity of the local community.

Okinawan kobudo (traditional Okinawan martial arts). X, i W gl 7 7




